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A Letter to the Diſtreſſed Reformed Churchis. 
_ of France, which-have need of Conſolation; * 


i C3 


Dear Brethren, 


-* ugh the ardent and brotherly love, whereby we-deeply : 
" condole -yourt condition, oblige us "to fearch after ſonje © 
means to comfort you-; yet. we cannot however forbear 

at firſt to ſay, that we are-ſo fully ſenſible of our fins,-that the very 
Idea of *em diſengages us from every other objeQ, and obliges us - © 
[to give God .the glory, and toconteſs, that. though he ſhould; re- 
move his Candleſtick out of the Kingdom, his chaſtifſement would -- 
fall ſhort of the. puniſhment we deſerv'd :. God wou'd be-juſt;and”* 
to us nothing wou'd belong but eenfuſion of face: . All fleſh has - 
corrupted.its way, and deſerves a ſecond deluge; 7he whole hea# - 
#s fick, and the whole heart faint, from the (ole of the foot even. unto + 
the head, there is noiſoundueſs in it ; but wounds and bruiſes, axd-pu- * 
erifying ſores. _ .-- 4\Y 
Yet in all appearance God does not intend to make us feel:the® 
laſt effeAts of his vengeance ; we may preſume by his manner of? 
puniſhing us, that we are not giv'n over by the chief PhyſitzanaF® 
our ſouls: he. pours the vinegar of his;correAions.into-our wounds; . 
but*tis- only-to make us more ſenſible of *em, and to-cleanſe *ems - 
and'as on theſe occaſions he appointsthe Miniſters of the Goſpel 1n * 
his nameto pour in the balm of his conſolations, 'to ſweeten- and. 
prevent their running to too great an height; we think, our ſelvgs 1 
oblig'd by fome ſtronger engagement than humane. reaſon,,.to. af» * 
ford what relicf we can on ts account. We ſhou'd think; -it:muck” 
more happy if we cou'd do.it by word of mouth, and:that you:were - 
= witneffes, of thoſe many tears are thed for the deſolations of 
70n : but we oft-times dire& the way by a ſign of the hand, when 
Wwecan no otherwiſe be underſtood:;,and we hope that theanfinite +: 
Mercy of God will-diftill oa this Paper-the living waters of. his 
x Ro AF i "A 2 Grace. } 
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Grace, which ſhall he'p to preſerve the 
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- "The Faith, and hinder you from worſhipping the Golden Catt, in 


hearts and minds fledfall in 


| akt-abſetce of your Aaſeſts.] nn 9.05 0 non | 
| ©" Permir vs thercfare, dear Brethren,,to, begin by ſhedding tears 
 - ad! 6ur ſepardtibny avg bewailihg our-unhippy” deſtidget Theten- 
 derneſs of our affeQtion, and an heav'nly pitty, allow no ſpace in 
our kcarts. It feems to us that, our afflitions camtort you, -our 


riefs eaſe you, and that they have the ſame.efie&t'on your 


hole of Repentance in behalt'of the pemtet t; with &$d in 


© 194Fis not-2t preſent convenient to give the reafons'of this meſan- 
$ \#h6'y ſeparation, and our-conduct ; they no way relate to. the Je. 
- HE rhis Letter, and you ſhall elſewhere fee'em ſo cclear arid ed'. 
- Ape hey will/got leave the leaſt ferupie on the nings of 


% nan: 2 St” in | eas AE cet amen 11 -) 
” boowemift !es5fider”our mitfortunes with ref/e& to G89, Without 


K-95 our felves'en men, as if it were' they only that afflicted us. 
 232We miilt {earch after him-that puniſhes and comforts us, and 
Hot afte® what will only open thoſe wounds God wou'd heal. Af 
© (ton comes not forth of the duff, neither 7p>s trouble ſpring out of 
© the oround : There is no evil in a City. which the Lord bas not done, 
Sad who can ſay that this is come to paſs, and that the Lord hath 
fo Feommanded it ? The ſuſpenſion and loſs of our Profeſſion, the 
ated and contempt of our fellbw. Countrey-men, andthe fear"of 
Bofing our lives; as fome have already done, fill our hearts with pro- 
FYound'anguiſh and ſorrow » but'if we confider all theſe things with | 
E $epard to Providence,we ſhall find thoſe comfortabfe fectets which 
F#YJifcovers to thoſe who ſear the name of God, and we ſhall:draw 
wArTeet' from the Mlippery paths of thoſe *proſperbus worldlings, 
 ayho hadliketo make A/aph fall, Pl. 73. to enter into the ſanctuary 
| of God, and there behold the brightneſs of his wiſdom, love, and 
© power, which the brutiſh man cannot difcern, but fuch as ſettle 
d tompoſe the ſouls of the upright AREET= A 235 


© 22 Wehall quickly perceive,that in the' main 'tis'good to take no» 
-  tiee. how God has and ffill does govern his family : he faves his 


whe of Religion in a great many, the plundering our gagds,the 


4 
u 
8. 


Bo” - FP | |; childr cell 


% - 


ſ 


childrea by a blow,of the rod 
and keeps”erm under "the ſev Fits pf 
from the wor'd ; he ſuffers ot 1 in [ fdren, left he may be” 
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becauſe x loves em» 
The to diſeh ehgage * em 


"dv, to: ike tn ts 
felves With a thoufaht fire Softfivbtocthartth ach 
whic' we are naturally, Iatril? nd after which having bee 
thro miny a by-parh, DE A The TP rKa hip miſtakes 73 au at 
firft fer” <tit it; "We tmay at 0 et = of pub: mifery 
without flittety fay "that Gitis fot chiftiſeratcnes 
4%4Mtionk for confequeritly* Thy Jar OA Gr fine of us he 
PR F4þk low 6 Utes vials ae lrg, 297; 9UHIGS 
God is Tf, for we have Feb ag againſt his'H:; Commandments, 
id FE AAR heedColvir we: werehird nec tn our Rebelſhon, when 
yi employs: ſack, heavy blows to' "us; 'bur' fins \muftneeds be 
heinous, fince the renmedics are-fo violeny; "ag? we mult of neceſſit 
have taken deep root in the earth, when ſo mutt pains are requifi 
to lick us up. © 
When we conſider that God ſetif; wid Seri-fltr the Works td,exs: 
piatefin; we fay fin'mift” cralftyth ſome'lvery dreadftit th 
and God had'an  OxtRs hatted $5 Rp it,fincs he had/rarher pu- 
fiſh it in the' moſt tender and”perfe "01324 oF Fin tove, than ſuffer © 
i to go'un panithe.” So likewiſe Whetrwe ſee this: great God deal f6 
oughly oh KR 'Sons well:bel6v tz , When he deprives his 
Os LRN CASING of ne,” ane «uiſe* of ſuch remedies 
for their correCtionas feehf po Þ &fniilh*his onor, jn overthrowing 
the ſanQuaries of” his Nate 7 yy es Sen confeſs that de "1 
ſias are very detefable;: that "Gb" 4 em” with extreme : 
horror, and od Net Eno RY wink the Ads a his 13 gs 
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Iving God. ought to Rrike us with a pro- 


idlings, .as.1t-was informer ages 
on {ee our. ſelves-re-united ; and 
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. 193 EM 
with tuck. as are' ſpiritual: 'and-heevemy;;-it-wou'd; nanifeſt the 
power of: God in the infirmitiesw-obman ;iand:in! hors, wou'd glo4 
rify- it ſelf and-rhe juſt, and contour artenvert; their:cotmies, 1 
Theſe are the common Principles: from which the Sawnhfyl draw 
thoſe conſequerices, which-erve both -for correon and.comfory 
in the midft of thew; maferies;/ 11 22 00 bot oh oP 

\ If God depriverus:of hivuordgandidiifpand-the; Prees | - | 
ching of iv/ *tisVecauſe-we fliþ be rat ar rage <bat0# 30onr Suſpyryfes. as 
us ſenſible: how+ precious! it: ought" to be-eſticent'd; arid; 2279" t. 
that ' oor happineſs cenfifts:im. hegring! and*keeping it. © wie. | 
But now- wefee ouriſelves depriv'd: of it; wegroan and __ 

ith ; God prant ic may/beiacarneft; and that we! may peregive 
his ſpirittat hunger, -which-is-ſo-agreeablo:to; Gady ;and which in 
2x-manner compels” him/to take ffrom-us this ' heaventy food : But® 
when we had free liberty to meer:and he preſent; arithe! piiblic Aſ- 
ſomblies where/it was diſtributed; we: dichnoe vouchfaſe to partake = 
of it ; we-roupht'a profane amd yovirgehearrtts Church: with: us, - 
which "hatred reproof and difeiplineg; and; yet wthave confidertce 
enough to take rhe name, the praife- andthe law of: God in our 
mouths: Whea vve-vvent from'the;company of the faithful; vve 
ran haſtily into that: of ſinaers and yvotltly; meo,vuhere men are © 
giv'n. uptothe ſwing-of Pafhons, and where in aftrange'Countrey+ © 
thoſe ſmall portions we deign'd'to take of thoſe treeſures/our hea © 
v'aly Father liberally-beftowed on us im his houſe, arelaviſhly dif © 
perſed and thrown about ; when we pretended to ſerve God, it 
reach'd no farther then the lip, but as ſoon as we got'agen among; 
the gods of the world, we made *em free-will-offrings of out whole 


hearts. | | 
; Now we weep on our demoliſh'd Temples, buttet us rather weep. ' 
on our ſelves and our fins,which were the-cauſc of their overthrow; 
We lament the-lofs of our Sandtuanes 3 but'when' they ,were up;;- 
we took no care'to vifit *em, tofeek the:Lord there, and- behiold+ 
his marvels ; or if ſomtimes we went thither, *twas rather thro cu--- 
ſtom or curioſity, or to offend God to his face, in asking means to- 
ſatisfy our unreaſonable deſires; God drives us from theſe material 
Temples with ſcourges ; and: he forſakes em himſelf; becauſe "a _ 
h ad* 3 


* % Jy 


[8] 
had driv'ni him; from our{ hearts Whichi-ought' to. be his ſpiricual, 
temples : We'conſecrated; ouriſelveaptatout unjuſt and impurebaſc; 
ſions as toifomany'! ſtnatifeDivinitiotgand thit! God who is. H. and 
jealous, withdraws hinſelfifroneanotjet founwortby his love and 
preſence. {1 1551105 121 Hd ova doicty ,- | 
Some perhaps had no more Religion! than: juſt/a meer habitude. 
of being preſenv at vevtamy/hblruglesand plices;,and therefore:-God 
pats youto-theiproof, xharyou may bb abte-to-diſteini what were, 
che true motives'thatÞronghtyourohis ſervice ;13t you! ſerv/d-him, 
out of agood principk, with a defigntoglorify him,-and:ſave your: 
ſelves, the depriving/you-of the food "gf life will only encreaſe;your; 
defires-andilonginggafterit agenyyourwilldouble-yohr: prayers 
mnd'zea}to flay'yorr God; wha feetnsito-forſake:youg you will res; 
form mage” i with moreiexactitade thanrever;leſt the Kingdom: 
of Heav'n be'ſhut:againt yohpandyou wilt manifeſt in. your lives: 
z conftanc and ſolid-Pietyizo the Father of Lights, £v5ratithoſe, ve- 
ry tithes/whew ho rthreatedisgrovwwitkethe loſs pf his-Goſpe) - - + - 
__ © »Buvib your inclinatims-toward!Gotlatre:bately the eonſehuences 
of your'Birth;or'the kdblitudeof your!Education, or 6ther; htimane, 
* reaſons, you will quickly ſee thoſtbands break; and betinconcern's-: 
forthe loſs of'the, bread! of life 5 and theſerfirſd motions-ph your de-; 
fires whicty the bare :change76t: your condition: raiſes: in you, will 
foon grow-flack andyye : when Faith and other:Vertues aretkind- 
kd by the Grace of God;. mavy waters; 'as the.Spoule! ſays: cance 
| 98 "em ; | aad multitudes:.of alfli tions ;00- but encreaſe the; 
me.: : [:- 0 997 2% noot 2g 9159 Hu 3172 154) $9318 on + 1852 
- The Jevvs'trufted in their /1emple, brcauſe: Gog commanded -it- 
to be built : and vvhen the Prophet Jeremy threaten'd 'em, becauſe: 
of their impenitenice, they gave no'other-anſvver, but, the Temple, 
| the Temple, the Temple of the Lord ;. and/hovv many are 'there at 
this very-day, thatifeak of the: Reformed Religion vvith the ſame; 
ſpirit the Jevvs:ſpoke of theirs;p.and rhuik themjelves cut of; all; 
danger, becauſe Gog: by"a kind of miracie built ourTemples,and 
_ eſtabliſh'd the exerciſe-ot oir-Rehgion: 1n;France ;:and it muſt be: 
allovv'd, thativvheri God deſtroys *em, he'deſtroys the-vvorks of a: 
' miracle :* yet he threv'y-dovyn:thoſe of the Jevys tothe Were fovirs 
O14 ations, 


> acl 
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dations, W ere Þ ac, d a UIP i ths 


Faith, and teach *m that. *tis dnly il vertuous* 
iS able to tye up the hands of the Almight 
Let us ngt FERN think dear Bret th 


This R Is 0p W Tim: 
that. God has:ſettled his Religion amon | 6T9p 
pies to his Rode he is is Relig ts continue oiray - an 


notwithſtanding our impenitence'; bur r: Her, chi up GET 
SanRuaries to,oblige us. to live $i y our ſelves 
in. Vice, Or repoſe out” Kt 


as the Faith'of the righ hiteous Jews! 2s alfs'of thi r: 
1emple, but was preſerved ro Ute verF nl hrates; and 
the flames of the' Furnace of” Babylon only: Us; heat,'and 


made it, purer, and God then very well in wh to rebuild the 
walls of his Temple, and give Yeſt to” his people 3 » in the ame 
manner, dear Brethren, maintain the zeal of your: Fair ith, pyrify it 
from every thing that has the ſeaſt ſhadow  of' making you wa- 
ver, now when God removes" thoſe viſib'e objeds to hich W> -. 
was faſtned; and aſſire your ſe/yes he will agen give you Tem- 

ples, when you- ſhall be capable! to m ake good uſe of%s '<m. Let 
not our courage fail us;* for *atir* Rea? 35 not faſtned to walls,” - 
our God dwells not in Temples made with hands ; he'is a SPt- 
rit, and can and will be ever worthipr in ſpiris and trath. All 
Places in the world are Temples tor his people;. the Lions Den 
is one, when Daniel's there ; the Furnace, when the three Chil- 
dren praiſe the Lord there ; and the Priſon, when Paul and S7las 
{ings immorta! Hymns in it. 

| If we vvoud dedicate our Temples to creatures, and adorn *em 
with forbidden ornaments, and preach in 'em, the traditions of 
men ; theſe Temples wou d be look? d on as invio!able buildings ; 
but becauſe God only 15 worſhipt in *em his g!ory alone ce! lebra- 
ted by-ſinging his praiſes, and his holy word read and preach'd 
th perfect | purity, every thing conſpires to aboliſh a worſhip fo 

boly aad 1»,contormabl2 to hi s Commardments; bur rather 
\ than yield to any thing of this nature, ler nor only our Temp! es, 
bu: our Houſes ; net of nly our Houſes, andoir Þ cmples, but EV 11 
our Bodies too | te deſtr oy d; Their mx'ice 1s but in vain . for 


$; ___- -watte 


—_... 4. | 
| © while God pives us-liberty to live, we will call. upor-and gloriſy-- 


= * 


his holy name ;. and we have no conſolation, beyond the reach 


of. their-blackeſt envy, that they cannot hinder us while we live 
and t we b God himſelf wilt aſter death be. our eternal 
Temple and Sandtuary in Heavy n. - 


185 


.,To benefic 0 orreQions of God,to teat theſe 
Proofs which, RED, ey, conn in the des 
priyiog us of x telps us to ſupport all the 
reſt; and to, mi ble.of thoſe comforts the holy ſpirit af- - 
fords us,.Wwe: utmoſt- endeavors. not to  forſake our 


ol Mem foever they may be: for *tis there. 
ly, God 
ſid; 


mut 
Caue 
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tizens of the heav'nly Feru/alem,and the ſervants of God; comfort - 
one ain ug le a thoſe that are weak; relieve the miſera- - 
' ble as far as God enables you; and in charity viſit ſuch as-are af- 
 fligted and poor ignorant people, to improve their piety,and ſup- 

' Port their Faith and Hape. You will ſerve inſted of a Preacher, 
which is the beſt and greateſt kindneſs you can poſſibly do; and 
When all this is done, poſſeſs your ſouls in patience, without being 
terrified by unmerciful men;.leave to an Almighty wiſdom the 
management of-the future ;.the preſervation of his Church is no 
leſs the fubje& of his care and glory than of our wiſhes ; for who 
ſhall command him. a Taw: concerning his ſons ? ſays God by the 
mouth of 7/aizah.: The Heathen rage furiouſly, and the people ima- 
gine-a vaiz thing ;. they gate counſel together againſt the Lord, and 
againſt his Anointed; but he that dwells in Heav'n ſhall laugh *en 
zo ſcorn, and. defeat all their. enterprizes which they have under- 
- taken againſt his Truth, his Worſhip, and. his Kingdom. 
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| ©4125 
| Tt may be, dear Brethren,the falldffome,who ſeem'd 
to be the: Temples of the Holy Ghoſt, Allures you more 
than that of your-material Temples;and that theſe chan- 
-ges of Religion make you apprehend that God will: forfake ours: 
Fear not, dearly. beloved Brethren, thoughryou were & ſmaller 
'F'ock than you are, 'tis the good will of the Father ts give you the 
Kingdom of his Grace in this world,and one of Glory in the world 
to come. Our God do's not reign by the multitude, but by the 
Faith, piety and holineſs of his SubjeQs; and Will drive away 
{uch as are not ſo qualified, but diſhonor*the purity-of his King- 
dom ; he will take oft the mask from theſe hypecrites and pre» 
fane wretches, which hitherto lay undiſcayer'd, and.follow'd him 
only for the fake of .the bread ; they wou'd 'fain ſerve two Ma- 
ſters, but God is reſolv'd to fix 'em to-one fide.; he will purify 
his Church, and ſeparate the wheat from the tares, which an un- 
diſturb'd repoſe cou'd never have effefted. A ſtrong wind was 
-ncedtul to blow away, a great deal of chaff from his floor, and 
.perhaps there may be geed:or more yet, to take -away what (till 
remains behind: Thus, fays lamb, He that is left in Jeruſalem 
(hall be cal'd Holy, en .euery one that is written-among the lis 
ving in J-rula'em. by 
Prepare your ſelves, dearly B :oyed, for theſe great events, ard 
-be neither troubled nor Tt? to ſee thoſe fall-that ſeem'd to 
'be-Stars in the Church; they Were; but -wandring ones, drawn 
along in the Dragers-Tail, and none of thoſe which Chriſt holds 
4n his right hand, to.enlig ten and direct the people he has pur- 
_chas'd. Our Lord choſe twelye Diſciples, yet one of 'em:betray'd 
him, another denied him i ok) andall forſook him when 


EF FAR 


he went to be crucified. [The example of one Migiſter.and a few 
- faithful people, who for the glory of God leave Father, Mother, 
| Wives and Children, renounce the advantages ofthe World, and 
expoſe themſelyes to all imaginable miſerjes, and moſt crueFtor- 
ments, which they ter with invincible conflanoy, is thouſand 
times more.edifying than the deſertion of whole crowds ofuke- 
warm and cowardly perſons. is . cspable of ſcandalizing. The 
truta is, our Faith ſupports it ſelf bv. ;the immutabllity: of God's _ 
| 2»; - oe A, 0G \wor,, © 
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"Hol? 10 way 4Heet rien)... 
” *Dytem}ers cone at diſtance, tho they do not appear but when 
men Teck tor Pt L608: he change of Religion 15 4. Difeaſe 
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their adycrfity; 


oreec lie Jews to perfeberatice th rhe thidft of 
Ves*eh, Wrning that another 'mans Faith Was 
betf, but that every juſt man ſhou'd Tive by his own 
'Fakth, fo” the ny that" the inconſtancy and fall of Iypocrites 


k . p 


s 
of a longer dhte tikn the day of 1ts.appearance. D»© not cl! the 
timeot the preſent Perſecution a time of Revolt; we may as well 
call proſperity fe.'1n this preſent ſtate of things foe perſons tor- 
fake oli” Churches; But withour thoſe blows we now feel, "rrerc 
much t6 be'tear?d our” Churches had forfaken God. AMiions 
are preſeryatives againſt reyolting ; and a Bar which ſtops the 


. 


children 6f God from,running headlong into the vices of ſenſual 


men. External abjuration, and renouncing the truth; is nor only 


- * t0\be Git 4 revolting and backſliding; but” the Hearts of ſuch 4s 


like” Demas, ord the vanities and impurities of the age, were all 
ready revdlt:d from the living God, and had giv n provind to the 
Devil ;4leir fins had from that very moment made a ſeparation 
between God and. them, and now.they diſcover the very inſide 
of efiir fouls, what. they did ard: do-much morc'efteer and value 
thin'Ghriſt ; they came trom 'us, but were not of us ; for had 
they teen of us, they would ſtil have continued with us. 

Thoſe who are ſrch,and who have not yet been retrench'd,are 
indced'in the outward Souldiery, biit they are Traitors; they are 
indeediin.the holy City; but they are profane” perfons ; they re- 
main yet* in the houſe, but'they are inteted. Were'ir not niuch 
tetter, dear Brethren, that they wou'd go, than ſtay any longer? 
Ged.muſt'of neceffity caſt forth this corrupted fruit, leſt it ſpoyl 
the lt Wi doubt the ilſexamples of rhoſe that were with- 


__ 
_ 


OG HER UBHe Wb eE2P Ot OO FIRHeF: to our Flocks:; and We 


nat only hive teen, but ill areroo ſenſible of how much more 


_mfifchieF 2 pte that are within have been the occaſion. Thoſe 


winds that are thi*. ops in;the bowels of the earth are much more 
Tmurious, thanthoſe'that ſlige along the ſuperficies, tho with ne- 
- 8 | Dear 


- 
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'!Dear Brethren, you-cannor but acknowledge that 'tis a very 
Ppreat conſolation; to think that the body of the Church wilt be 
Jounder, when it ſhall be purg'd trom'theſe'peccant humors that 
offend itz and we have reaſon” to. hope inthe: clemency/of -our 
God, that his juigments will ceaſe, when rhe truly faithful have 
driven away their fins from their hearts and houſes,and God has 
driveri away the' ſcandalous and impenitent ſinners from the 
Church. They were ſecret 4nathemaes among; us, which drew, 


"like that of Achay, the juſt vengeance of Heav'n on the //-ael of 


God,and which will infailibly draw down the fame among whom 
they dweil. Indeed the chaſtifements of God begur at his-own 
houſe, but they don't ead where: they begun. And if the-green 
Tree -be dealt thus. ſeverely with, what ſhall be done to the 
dry 2? | rizhia to! 
Holy Writ, which informs us that 'tis good that herefies and - 


ſcandals do come, informs us alſo, that 'tis good the ſcandalous -- 


fall, to fortify and make thoſe that ſtand more wary and cau- 


tious ; becauſe growing wiſe at their expence, they take:care not 


[to be over-wiſe in themſelves,to be humble,and 79 work out therr 


Salvation with fear and trembling : they take particular notice 
where others fell, that they may avoid rhe precipice ; they are 
timorous and humble, and miſtruſt their own ſtrength, and call 


-into their relic! the aid ef the Almighty, to ſtrengthen , emvin 


temptations. 


1he examples of all theſe changes of Religion will be.ſo far 


irom'ihaking you, that they will make you more immovable, if 
-youteohſider; the manner ot their ating,and the means by which 


j 
; 


they are'effected; There is no body but is fatisfied in his'con- 
ſcience; that it'is'not the deſire of Salvation which obliges theſe 


-Lemporizers and Demaſſes to leave us ; but they muſt be pre- 


vail d on by quite contrary arguments; their eyes muſt be dazled 
by the gided-offers of wealth,cafe,and agvantages of the vvorld, 


and all vvays muſt/be tryed to oblige *em ; tho they are all hu- 


mane, and ſomething vvorſe. 
There is preſented to 'em the riches and glory of the yvoerld, 


they are.terrified by menaces, and frequently ſurpriſed by fraud. 


forms, 
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- (Criminals:are offer'd-pardon for their moſt wvillanous fas, and 
{the moſt egregious Cheats ſhall reap the profit of their. unjuſt 
ations; Traps are laid. for the ignorant and ſimple; ard weaker 
ſouls by Janguithing in priſon; upon a ſham-pretext they obtain 
Edits, Declarations-and Adts to harrafs and torment us with; all 
kind of refuge is denied us, and we are. deliver 'd up tothe mer- 
cucſs pitty oF-our Perſecutors, to the perjury of falſe. Witneſſes, 
and;prejudice. of partial Judges ; we are ſtript of our Dignities, 
Offees and Employments, and-of all means to get a livelihood by 
our profeflions; our people are brought fo low that they dye with 
hunger; they are hunted out-of their houſes and plunder'd, the 
Husband is ſeparated from his Wite, the Father irom his Chil- 
dren, andtheChildren'trom Father and-Mother;ſome are thrown 
-into Priſon for nothing, and others uamercitully beaten ; and 

- -/nothinp)is40'be heard but the/Halter, the Galley, or the Wheel; 
- Jome have the ſoles of their. feet ſeared with hot irons,and-others 
drag?'d along in the Snow ; in ſhort, there 1s:no ſert of cryelty 
_*that-malice; can invent, which our Enemies have not made us 
feel to tire us out. And if after all theſe torments ſome chance to 
yield; they have the impudence-to ſay,they are miracles of grace, 
Bat do's:Grace approve of, and -countenance ſuch a diſorderly 
carriage,'and ſo little.conformable to the maxims of the Goſpe!? 
. In downright-truth,is it: the voice of him whoſe Kingdom.is-nat 
of this-world, or-of her that boaſts her ſelf to be a "Queen, and 
0 ſee:neither- mourning, famine, -nor miſery.? Jeſus Chriſt bids 
you take up your Croſs and-follow him, tho he has not.whereto 
lay his. head ; butthey cry to you, follow us, -ttapes: alter;-our 
-Saints, our Opinions, and Idolatrous-worſhip-; and: then,rwewill 
-»not only eaſe you of the-Croſs we have laid-on:you, ;and let you 
flive peaceably in your Houſes, but we-wih give:you into: therbar- 

. gain-ſome'ot our riches and-honors. ts 

_ -* Theſe ways of gaining Profelytes-are ſo palpably oppoſite to 
ithe ſpirit of the Goſpel; that the.dulleſt-fighted taithſulman-wit 
- thereby fortify his perſeverance 1n the Faith of Jeſus Chriſt -but 
. our Adverfaries have found out another expedient, whereby:they 
may preſcatly blind the eyes of the:ſimple, which A 
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bein? diſentangled,. will infallibly produce in upright fouls artins: 
vincible conſtancy for our Religion, anda juſt abhorrence-of that 
to- which they wou'd allure em. TRE | 

In matiy places they don't requre a formal Abjuration,-they- 
ſay 'tisenough if we do- but go to Maſs, that this is the faundas- 
tion of Religion ; and as for our Prayers, ſinging of Pſalms; and 
reading the'Bible, 'tis all very good. They pretend-to ſweeten 
thoſe controverſies-that ſtick moſt with'us; and to abandon ma- 
ny articles of their Faith, -which might hinder-the leſsinflruted-- 
to-embrace their Religion. But Chriſts ſheep that-are uſed to his- 
voice will without difficulty» quickly diſcover that this is the 
voice of ſtrangers. Do's Chritt accommodate his Religion to- 
that of men, and to their paſſions 2 Is he divided? do's he betray- 
himſelf; and renounce one part of the truths he preaches, to gain” 


men to his party? 


This is a ſtrange artifice; but very advantageous to our Reli=-- 


gion ; when by confeſling *ris good, they oblige: you to forſake- 
it; and 'that theirs is bad toengage you to embrace it; they re- 


nouncs the invocation-and worſhip of Saints, they abandon-the-- 


DoRrine of Purgatory, and praying for the Dead ; they: qualify 
their adoration of Images, and torture the opinion of meritcrious- © 
works, prohibiting Marriage to ſome particular perſons, and” 
eating fleſh at certain times and ſeaſons: In fine, they change and - 
disfizure the greateſt yu of the Decrees of the Council: of + 
Trent, tho they. pretend it Infallible ; and they are fain to magle- - 
over their Religion ro draw you to its-embraces, leſt the true 're= _ 
preſentation of it ſhou'd turn your ſtomach: ur 'tis to no purs 
poſe for 'em to transform themſelves into Angels of Light, ſince 
they. bear ſuch viſible and diſtinguiſhing charaGers; and: one of * 
their- own Authors has been oblig'd to confeſs in his Hiftory of- : 
Lutheraniſm,that theſe methods can —_— neither Religion. 

In ſhort, Dear Brethres, ſuch a kind of carriage is much tobe 
ſuſpe&ed, and you muſt inter, firſt, that it -15 neither right nor 
Chriſtian, and conſequently unworthy of Chrift, and very remote 
from ſalvation. Secondly, if. you will believe the Invocation of 
Saints, addreſs your yyorſhip to them, ang in one vyord.e mbrace - 
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all thoſe other-opinions, let 'em not diſguiſe and concealem from 
you; nor wou'd they indeed, if they did not telieve the poyſon 
mortal : but on the contrary, you.wou'd be better Romay Catho-. 
litksj and they wou'd' be very well ſatisfied you thou'd take that 


food, 'which you allow! to be poyſon'd. Thirdly, /The example; 


of thoſe with whom one ſhou'd be concern'd- in changing Reli-- 
g10n, believing and practiſing thoſe things wherein they proſper 


ro diſpence with you, wou'd be contagious to you and -your poor 


. children; you wou'd never have the hardneſs or 1mprudence. to 


carry/em among infe&ed bodies, or. go thither your ſelves ; by- 
how much ſtronger reaſon ought you then to ayoid either bring» 
mp them,or going'your ſelves among thoſe ſouls, which, by your 


own ſuppoſition, are infefted with ſuch a Plague, whoſe eftect-is 


eternal death?” you went forth ftrom*em, that you might not be 
partakers of their fins and puniſhments, according to the Com» 
mandment of your God, have you now a mind to go, back agen 2 
Fourthly, you have reafon to tear, that though you did-,not all 
on'a/fudden in every particular comply. with' their ſyſpitions, 


' Worthip, and opinions, yet 'God may after ſome +time by-a-juſt 


judgment ſuffer you to be ſeduc'd, and at laſt give you up to be- 
lieve a lye; This reflexion is juſtified by a thouſand examples of 
your own knowledge. Fiſthly, the: more they will gud-the 'pull, 


and accommodate 1 to your palate, the more wary you ought;to 


be; for it becomes ſo much the more dangerous, becauſe you 
help to ſwallow and digeſt it: They wor: gladly fer off their 
own corrupt Religion under the-gilt of yours ; they drefs it ac» 


, cording to your appetites, ard thoſe ſacred rejiſhes vvIhich you 


have learnt inthe School of Chritt ; they _counterteit the voice of 


- the Lamb; but the darger is more dreadiu},and you muſt vvatch 


with greater vigilance to eſcape the venom of the Dragon. Sixth- 
'y, Hitherto it was never known that any bedy was ever received 
into'any Religion before they bad renounc'd that which they lett, 
eſpeciaily when they telieved it to be heretical and Jdamnable; 


and if they a otherwiſe on your account, 'tis an evicent tcken 
they dn io meeriy out of policy ; Frovided their party Le but 


- great, they care rot one ftraw for Religion; they delire you only 


< | CE) 
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ts. go t& Maſs, and-as for your ſalvation, make as good terms for 


that as you can. - But 1s there,in all this the Jeaſt ſpark of the!fpt- 


rit ofthe Son-of God 2? Seventhly, all their ſweetnefles: and blans 


diſhments don't take away the Images of the . Divinity: Jout-i6f 
their Churches, ſo expreſly-forbidden-by the: word of | God,'Ahor 
hinder people trom-talling down before em, -and worſhipping 
'em; contrary to-the expreſs Law of God: - All-their mitigations 
do not diſengage. you from Communion with [the Pope- andi. all 
his ſuperſtitions, and from-embracing,} beſides the Mals, feverd1 
other opinions deſtructive of the truth of your Faith..' Eighthly, 
In fine, what canthey expect to make. of men by.this:manner:of 
proceeding; but hypocrites? and what will-becom/of you, 4f you 
liſten to the yoice of theſe Charmers? What is: this, but-by.your 
daily ations to deny Chriſt before men; and direRtly,'rendunce 
your ſalvation ; ſince he plainly-tell you he will deny youbefere 
his Father, that he wi ſpew «9 the luke-warm, and that the: times 
rous and cowardly ſhall be throws. into-the lake that: burns:withfire 


and brimſtone. | : eugne! zitl; baowgt if 
But let us awhile, dear Brethren,; conſider only -the::Maſs;i ta © © 


which they pretend to confine -themſelves: to draw us'to their 


Communion. They-conteſs euough to- diſcourage you fromenjs 
bracing, whet they: avow. Go only;to'Maſs, ſay they, thereimcons 
fiſts the-eſſence and toundation pf. Reiigion.'/Fo Maſs! good God? 


can you with-patience hear this? To Maſs, -which-contairs in'it - 


ſuch a;yaſt number-of Etrors incompatible with. ſalyation-:i 5; 


\ Fixft,A-little.common ſenſe wilt tell-you, that if;the MHaſs'be'a 


fundamental Arle of; the Chriſtian.Religion, koly Writ. woull 
have giyen.us ſomeclear account of it.in ſome; part-or other: :FEt 
we. ftnd-it very fiient on this account: And that which-more pars 


ticularly ought to: move and convert every body of thisRehgion 


that has but common honeſty, is, that the Apoſt'es Creed, which 
by conſent of all Chiiſtans is an epitomy of the moſt eſential 
Articles of gur Faith, makes no manner of mention, neither i- 
rey nor mdirely,ot this mighty and-incomparable Article:6Þ 
the Maſs, which the Prieſt, lik? a Common Cryer, fo often-pubs! 


lithes to us : So that if the Apoſtles and Primitive Chriſtians-haye: 
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taken no notice: of this in- the abſtrat of their Faith, tNe plain- 
reaſon-of it is, becauſe ir was never then thought on, and has:. 
ſince been added 'ro ſupply the deficiency of the Primitive Chri- - 
ſhians Faith, ets 21 

Szcondly, dear Brethren, confider.the Maſs with reference to-- 
its exteriors, and you won t find-:in it the leaſt agreement with. 
any thing that was done at the Inſtitution of the Lords Supper: - 

u:will difcover-in this face ſomething diſagreeable, which will 

ev "mp that men wou'd fain be'wiſer than the Sen of God; and 

embeliſh the fimplicity of his conduQ, by the Pope's magnifi- 
cence; and a thouſand abſurd ceremonies,where they would'make- 
peaple think there were abundance of tricks and ſecrets, only to... 

wmpoſe on the cfedulous... But conſider particularly the language - 
they ſpeak; for St. Pau! ſays; 1 Cor, 14; That a language not un- - 
derſtood'is not only:unprofitable and wu ithout edification, but is-- 
&viſible/ſign of Infidelity ; and to ſpeak truly,*tis the mark that - | 
isWritten4n- the forchead: of the. Pope's Communion, who. has:., * 
ſpread this.Janguage over the World in the ſervice of his-Chureh,,  - 
as the badge of his Dominion. $3 
- Thirdly, Examine the Maſs, by-what one is- bound. to believe. ? 
there, and you will preſently find, that you muſt believe that-the... 
"body: of Chriſt lies hid in-the Hoſt, that he is here and there per. 

- fonally-at the ſame time, in their Cabinets and Ciboires ; and yet-- 
'Chrift' fays exprefly, Believe it no, and refers,you to his haſt. 
coming, that you might not rely on any. other; for he adds, as- 
the lightning riſeth out of the Eaſt, and ſhineth into the Weſt,- ſo 
fha# the coming of the ſon of man be: "Tis this very - Soni of: man' 

_ that has told you, Tou fbou'd have the poor abpays with" you, bit - 
him you” ſhou'd not have always ;; and who tells you by' St. Peter. 
in the As, that the Heavn muſt receive him till the time of refti= 
turion of all things ;.' Tis atter this manner/you have learncd;- 
Chriſt, and/not, as they ſay, that he is in the Maſs.. \Q 

-. Fourthly, They of this Religion -are bound to belicve-that:- 
Cheiſt-can-be contain'd in one Point, and yet for all this, that he- 
has every-way as large dimenſions as he had onthe Croſs; that-- 
that'is no Bread, which you fee; and.taſt and rouch-with rv the-. 
Bout” | | accidents 
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- continual reiteration ? andthe perfe&ion of Chriſt's, 


| of /ins, 10 that conſequently thep 


wi Des 
accidents of Bread: that the ſame*Body ean be in ten thouſand 
places, at Paris, and Rome at the ſame inſtant : that a Body can 
be withoat extenſion of parts, and that the whiteneſs, roundneſs, 


- and other accidents of Bread'and Wine may be without the ſub- 


ſtance of Bread and Wine, or any thing of whire,. round, or hu- 
mide : and if to ſalve a!l donabts you wou'd know of 'emy, why 
God works ſo many prodigtes ? You'll find, *cis for nothing: for 
ſince *tis to: the Sonls Chriſt communicates | himſelf, and not ts: 


mens bodies; that he-dwells in their hearts by Faith and Love; 


and not in the body by carnal manducation, there is nothing fo 
vain and impertinent as this huge quantity of prodigious mira- 


cles in the doQrine of 7Tranſubſtantiation : but wou'd to God- 


*twere only needleſs /*tis pernicious and mortal. 


 Fifthly, They thar go to: Maſs muſt believe that they allift at 

the Sacrifice of the Body and Blood of Chriſt; and their Council 
of Trent has declar'd that 'tis propitiatory for the fins of the I 
ving and the dead. If you goto Maſs, how will you reconeile this 


rine with the perfeQtion of the Sacrifice of the Croſs, which 


' has been taught you in the School of Chriſt, where you have bin' 
\. train d up? And if it be true asthe Roman Catholicks ſay, that 
the Son of God is offer'd up every day, what will become of St;: 
Pau/'s reaſons againſt the Jews'in/his Epiſtle &o the #ebrews, 


which prove the imperfe&ion of the Levitical Sacrifices,by their 
rauſe *r15: 
never to: be repeated agen ? One of rhe, Apoſtle's ery? 
this matter is, that by one oblation of Jeſus Chriſt, he has for ever 
conſecrated thoſe that are ſandtified, which manifeſtly excludes all 


: Other oblations; and one of rhe Principles he lays dow inthe 
ſame Bpiſtle, is, that without ſheggipo of blood there is no remiſfon 


: ESO . # - Co + 
Z can be no propitiation' arid're-" 
becauſe there is no ſhedding of: 


a Doctrine ſo ſtrange, ſo un- 


blood. You cannot certainly rel 


'' known, and-ſo direfMly oppoſite-to the word of God; and'you 


* every day facrificed onearth. 


who yet believe Jelus Chriſt to'be'in glory in Heav'n, cannat/but” | 


deteſt and abhor the thoughts that this Divine Saviour ſhou!d®he" 


You:will doubileſs:be offended'to'- & 
| hear [5 


o 
S, 


hear Maſſes ſaid: to:Sti 4nthony.ct Padaa, to St: Margaret;:and a: 
great-gang of He and She-Saints, whoſe Feſtivals, they\ daily<ce--, 
jebrate'; that! is, that Jeſus Chriſt God: bleſſed: for: ever ſhow's. 
| beifacrificed; to. a miſerable niortal;to-the honor:bf:a:Szidty at; 
' beſt to make him more propitions, and: make-Chrift's intereſt! 
oxeater-with God : but which way ſfoever:you turs, [tis:an:abos:, 
minable- ſcandal to. a good Chriſtian. And beſides all rhis,;,you - 
ſhall\ſ{requently' ſee- Chriſt offer'd up to: theſe. Sairits-fori ſome; 
trivial: bauble-that-is-loft, But; Dear Brethrenz.is: this really: 
the Jeſus:Chriſt.in rhe Goſpe), andthe ſaving truth of:the.'Son : 
of God 2. | ty, 01 Bris tif 
 Sixthly, Byt this 45 not all.yet, now.ſee the height of Impiety,; - 
they"that go to Maſs muſt adore the Sacratnent , and/run into? 
. the wildeſb Error thatever .the:ſpirit” of man: is capab't of; This 
Error and.mortal Idolatry can never-beexcuſed, by-ſaying,:that 
Jeſus Chriſt is ſupoſed tobe there: For, . IF 

-: Firſt.> They are not; ſure of this, -becauſe this Preſence depends - 
aft the-lntention of whe. Prieſt; ſo that they worſhip, whether hs 
be there or pp » which/is.an at without Faith, and whatever 35 
not: of faith is fin, ſays St.. Paul, for without: faith tis impoſſible 
ropes 


ſe. God..) 1 
-, Secondly«;They onght to inform-themſelves by-the Scriptures 
where Chriſt. is, which would tell them that he 1s aſcended /into- 
| Heaven. at. the right hand of God, where he ſhall remain:till the- 
reſtitution of all things, fram-. whenee he ſhall come: onely. to 
_ judge the. quick, and. dead ; they .wou'd have forbidden them to 
believe; that he is here-and there, -ſhut-.up in boxes on: their 
Altars, and elſewhere,; and I cannot-believe.any of *em. will have 
at.preſent-rhey don't\want} confidence-enough to maintain- 
a4alſe. Pratice grounded;upon a falſe Opinion; the Adoration - 
_ of the Sacrgment,by Tranſubſtantution ;| for that: is to multip)y 


Errorg and-Vices,: But; 3 
-  ,;Thirdy. This-.is/nor- preciſely the buſinefs-neither'; for they - 
'don't-only -worſhip Jeſus Chriſt in the -Sacrament, - but they a- 

dore the Sacrament of Jeſus Chriſt. The. Council of Trent is-- 


k. very clear-in this point, and anathematizes. all thoſe-that do not - 
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worſhip the Sacrament of the Body and Blao of Chriſt; and. call. 


it the. moſt adorable Sacramentgh the Altar. Let/em-ſearch out. . | 


264M1Ay-.Jeſuitical. eyaſians and;ſubteriages! as;they;can,:there,is 
nothing, can.defend.this Docring-and Gangdudt; fromthereternal. - 
Gurſes:of the ; Word:bf-our; Geg,g and; BVery-man that earneſtly. 
deſires to be ſav d, will never 5gdore's Sacrament.) |: 

Will, you then,: well-be:oved: Brethren, .be-of the Religion of 
Holy Writ, of the Religion contained-rinithe! Apoſtles: Creed,! of 
the Religion of:the, one. only; and perfedts Sacrificeraf:the! Crofs;: 
of the:Religion that adqyes Jeſus Chriſt, in Heaven with: full aflur» 
ance, of Faith,of the Religion which exeJugdges allkinds-of worſhip 
ing of Creatures; and ferves; God. in ſpirit ana truth 3: You-muſt 
not then go 49 Mais; :ſo-far tromthat,-ybu muſt;refovetopers 
feyere.in your.own ſound .and;holy. Rehgions diſtin from» this 
Maſs you are:ſo ſtrongly invited to-go;to this ObjeR:oupht to - 
to territie, you, and make; you. graw..back, --being;diamertically | 
oppolite;to your, Salvation, ;Tt.you,meet, with: forme examplesos 
ſuch DC themſelves to ;he {£duced,;benot ſurprited,:fuice 
you know this has bin foretold long ago, let *em alone in their 
wandring, where 'they; will. not fail 10. |dſe-themſelves, if they 
do--not repent.and continue.firm .in that Fatth which. has bin 
thewn you';, Bleſs, God. for. the Grace, he has given you to know. 
the,truth ;..be notſo.unhappy to tortake him4or any allurements 
whatever; Remember *tis the mark-of Gods Ele&t, who'cannotr. 
be ſedue'd, nor. raviſhi from. the hands of our heay'nly Fa» 
ther. | 

'Tis the. greateſt conſolation we can have, that the Friends-of - 
God ſhall never be deſtroy 'd, [that his Foundation: endureth+for. 
ever,and that he knows-thoſe that arc/his. Let cowardly world- 
lings be ſcandalized as much as they pleaſe at the Croſs of our 
Maſter, and at \that, reprach we. bear after him; -let 'em- be.a«  -- 
ſham'd. of his Goſpel, and bafely renounce their profeſſion : But - © 
for you, dear Brethren,- God (forbid, you ſhou'd ever be enticed * * 
by ſuch evil examples. Who wou'd-you- go. to ? : You have by 
the Grace of God found the Lord himſelf, who has the words,of 
cternal life,;. he.is the way, the truth: and the life, and no man + 


comes . 


Li 
- _ 
— 
- - 
» o 
y 


Fe 


# 
* 


; Guod;, 


- - made the faithful Hebrews joyful, knowing that'they had a bet- 
_ cer inheritance in Heav'n than, what was taken' from *m' on 


- the Lord. 


[4wF] 

comes to. the Father but by im! you are of God; and whoſoever 
is. of God-is-not tound lightin the ballance ;' he that confirms you, 
ſays: rhe.great Apoſtle, ir 4he fame that bas” ancinted you, and. 
ſealed: you, and giv u#-you the'earneſt of his ſpirit in your hearts, 

> Tis by: his Afﬀfiſtanee your will withſtand temtations'by 
loſs of your Goods; tho we thou'd periſh in+ mitery, and 
> ſee our: felves and our - Children expoſed to: plundering 
and, nakedneſs, our Faith muſt: not give-way tor diſgrace; which 


Earth.  /We-inſerted -no- clauſe of exception for our Goods in 
'our Baptiſm, when we promiſed to be fanhful to God. Riches 
are often-a.cumberſon load that hinders us from the juſt perfor- 


") 


mance of this-promiſe, and which ſtops us and turns us out of 


|  theway to Heav'n: *tis neceſſary that God diſcharge us of that 
"weight, that we may run with more vigor and'livelineſs towards' 


that place where he has' prepared Treaſures for' us, which ruſt 
do's not corrupt, and thieves cannot fea), or violently take from 
USa:./ / [at 

*Tis plain, God puniſhes the il] uſage of thoſe Riches which of 
His Bounty we pofleſt. 7hey have, ſays he by Hoſea, prepared 


-for Baal, the Corn,.and Wine, and- Oyl, and Silver,” which I gave 
#0. and multiply d for *em. God ſeldom reeciv'd any part ot our 
Wealth, bur all was beſtow'd in the: fooleries of the world. And 


carr any one-think it ſtrange that God ſuffer: the world to take 
what was cpnſecrated to it? The abuſe was ſo great, that 
there were ſome perſons (if we durſt ſay for the intereſt of your 
Salvation) who-refus'd due ſubfiſtance to their Miniſters, and 


'  -theipains to colle& it for *em ; and is there any reaſon to won- 


.der-that God ſhould deprive ſuch perſons doth of the Miniſters 
they abandoned, and rhoſe Goods they unjuſtly refuſed *em ? 
SanQify the loſs of thefe- tranſtent Richeg by your Patt- 


i: ence, you that - have' not ſanGified the Vſe'of *em in employ- 


ing to Gods Glory; and you will with qe 2g what'Fro- 

vidence can do in-favour- of thoſe, who, like him; can fay, 7he 

Lord'\gqve and. the Lord: hath-taken away, bleſſed be the —_— 
| LIE | oa 


[234] | 
Call tomind, Dear Brethren, the Miracles Providence wrought 
for our Fathers in the days of 'old: 'they forſook all for the truth, 
they gave all they had to purchaſe the ineſtimable Pear): a great 
many. of 'em-left their Houſes with great Families, withour fcrip 
or. purſe, or knowing uny more than Abraham whither they 
went : yet, who was it fed em? who has'giv'n "em thoſe'abun- 
dant proviſions they every where enjoy? who has givin enrbread 
enough for-themſelves;;and oft times. for their Plunderers > God 
* was provoked' to anger by the Hebrews,  becatiſe notwirhſtand- 
ing all the miracles he had done in favor: of thitir Fathers, they. 
en Ro:.cruf in his Providence: takeeare alſo that he be t t 
- Angry with you. on the like account; Confer the Fowls of the air” 
w-: tngy-meit her: ſow nor reap, norigather int barns, and yet your hea: 
wexly Father feeds..*em ; are you -nor of "more value me 2Hey' vs. 
ec. if God ſo clothe the Grafs of the Field, which to day is, 
and to 'morrow is caſt into the oven, ſhall he not much more clothe © - 
you, © ye of little. Faith 2 He that is. ſo- good-that he” feeds the _ 
young Ravens,” and: who ſays that he/that provides not for his+: 1 
own Family is worſe-than an Tnfidel-, wilt he forſake his -owtr 
Family ? Is there any fear of want while we follow Chriſt? *Trs 
he'that multiplies the Loaves, that changes the Water into'Wine, . 
and makes the very Fiſh pay that tribute he did rot ow. Judge, 
Dear Brethren,whathe will do then to (atisfie and pay, if we may - 
ſay ſo, what'he ows to 'hiz> Love and Promiſe?” Wanted you' any 
thing, ſaid he to:his Diſciples, when Tiſent' you without purſe and 
ſerip, aud ſhoes > and they ſaid' nothing: and no. wonder, for the: 
faithful enjoy all things.in enjoying. God, who is Maſter of all: 
The. Lord is my ſupport therefove can 1' lack nothing... 
11 Take. theretore: patiently, : Dear Brethreti,/ the Toſs 'of your - 
Goods,-putting your confidence. him, who has faid, 1 will ne-. 
ver leave thee, nor forfake thee, and/know that yow-have -an- in- 
heritahce permanent'.in: Heayn.- Seek firſt the-Kingdom'of God: - 
and- his Righteouſneſs, -and: thenaffure your ſelves-o6f this pro 
Miſe, that all other things ſhall 'be added to you: + We muſt.eme - 
ploy our Riches to aflift:us.in ſearching for this'Kingdom, and 
not abandon it to- run- after them ;5 you-muſt quit all worldly - - * 
+) weaith, , 
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Were 1 immegiatel y-a63him: who the Arthiteit ant Sovereign of 
theſe. Divine (Tabernacles? Yourcannever too much meditate 


for {Re are ;periſhable.ang decaying; 


ruine, to, .M 
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tha you had as un osthe young man'in the Goſpe}, if 
it hinders you. from: {ollewing(Ghriſt-/:How -pleafant: will te 
©s :for>Godz and: as'it 


that. theſe.Tabernacles-are call'd = vom, and that thoſe: you leave 


Tis purp 


ſely faigthat rioihbcang: hibitfes are ſubject to 
ket US4UfN -thatwid oufhtylike Aatraham,. to-forfake 
t regret, lf: Gbd:reqinres at; 'v ermuſt 


Countre' y W1 


cially when it: direQs our: goings:ithro: the wilderne!s'; for, 


_ » like them, we are:paſſengers.fromthe-ſpiritual Egypt of ſin, thro 
4 the defart of. this world: $c0:the heavenly - angan; we are ſtrangers 
. before God as our \Fathers were, taid. David, *tis:a)leffon which 
[thoſe that. went before'\us very-wellkoew, which they ſhew'd-us 


.by their example, and: which we haye forgot. in.our' rity: 


Let. us not take-it ll thanGoch fitds ways ito make, us recollet.our 


ſelves, and not.take Wen ab1910B Ret 2Countrey WREre we 
: Ntrangers. } wolied SHE IE 


Let us.remember in J.cheſs Fonds 4 thit God lias promica " 
a tlioulang places i i bis boly: word; that heawilb in- general guide 
and pigtet all | es by hot abth-ſtrongerroaſonthitry will 


y akexcare ok ſuchiasers firangerslorn tis ſake? They arc never 


ſtrangers tothe. Lord of the whtale eatthv! flie-fdirhful mans .coun- 
andiwheretie has the-happy. tree- 


ven 1s the plac@&y la6rk akr\/an Secs Panſy; ſo'ris the Chr 
Niaps proper Gopnyxrey4:wtiorebEarſully refigns:vphis interelt in 
all the,Countreps/okthe worldywhere he meets with! any jabliacle 
that retards his motipn:te;fternalbdppipeſs: in 55; 
The hatred of 11 1 DAS-tte paſlibie;: dear Beacon to/; form ferehi kotg 
the, World,out \reſolutipagoand t& qnaks 6ne's Rif ſo much a ſtrange? 
_ on cali butwe muſt laecthe: fame time perceive:thit 
ks (WACXPo! que, ow tQ 2 thi odd Am world, which 
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[25] 
bours, and our very relations, deſpiſe, perſecute, and hate us, and. 
plot our ruine by a thouſand deteſtable'contrivances, ing 

But in the name of God, well-beloved Brethren, let us maintain 
God's cauſe againſt our ſelves: who has right to complain 2 We, 
becauſe the world hates us, or God, becauſe we love the World 2 
Our corruption had prevail'd fo far, that many of of ys drew on 
our ſelves ev'n the ſpite and envy of worldlings themſelves ; be- 
cauſe we were arrived to a greater height of luxury, oftentation 
and vice: We muſt, dear Brethren, expiate ſuch a diſorderly car- 
riage with tears of blood, we muſt forbear loving the world and 
the things that are in it: for whoſoever loves the world, the love 
of the Father is uot in him ; he that loves this world ſhall be de- 
ſtroyed, and ſhall paſs away with this world, which perifheth : but 
he that do's the will of God abides for ever,and may aſſure himſelf, 
that God taking pleaſure in his ways, ſhall make ev'n his exemies 
to be at peace with him. 4 

But you are not by all this exhorted to hate the perſons of ſuch 
as hate, deſpiſe, trample on and plunder you. God forbid, you 
are exhorted only to hate their fins, their manner of living, their 
maxims, their opigiogs, their ſuperſtitions, and their worſhip : 
You muſt pray that God wou'd net remove his Candleſtick from: 
'emgnor withdraw himſelf from thoſe that perſecute us, leſt their 

miſchiefs be paſt recovery, and their darkneſs without remedy : 
Ina word, you muſt pray that God wou'd load them with his be- 
nefits, as if they had loaded us with theirs. There is in the King- 
dom a great number of fouls who have ſome faint rayes of the 
light of God,we muſt pray that God wou'd not guench the ſmoking 
_ flax, nor break the bruiſed reed. You muſt by your charity, con- 
ſtancy and courage inſpire '*em with an holy confidence to enter 
iato the kingdom of heav'n, which they grope to find the door of, - «; 
You muſt pray for the King, that-God wou'd give him 'grace ©. 
to employ to the glory and repoſe cf Son, thoſe great qualizi2s, 
wherewith he has adorn'd his ſoul;that he wou'd incline his 1earr #8 
to take away thoſe fences he has ſet up at the gates of Chrit's a 
Kingdom; that he wou'd protec his ſacred perſon, and that h' 
Bounty, his Clemency, and his Juſtice wou'd no longer giv, 
to any counſels, bur ſuchas are worthy the vertues ol {c p AS BY 
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heart; you muſt earneſtly beg that the King of Kings wou'd caufe- 
- .- him to underſtand that we have. no intentions toward him, but 
ſuch as are-lawſul andyuſt ; that-we are not-in league with any 
ſtrangers; and that the obſervance of thoſe Edits which were 
made tor the eaſe and quiet of our conſciences, and which with 
all humility we deſire may be continued to us, is of as great ho- - 
nor to his Royal Majeſty, as 'tis profitable-to the. Intereſt of his. . 
State and Crown. p 
You muſt pray+for the -Magiſlrates,: that God wou'd. infpire- . 
£m with the love of Juſtice, and the {ear of his Name, that they 
ſhou'd not prepoſleſs themſelves with deſires of oppreſling us,and - 
with unjuſt maxims of doing il], to obtain the-good they propoſe; .. 
that they may.remember they have ſworn duly to- obſerve -the 
Edi&ts, and particularly that.of Nantes by the 92 Article, and that. 
vis never. lawtul.on any account to break a,folemn Oath. . 
Tn fine, you muſt pray God that -he woyd, enlighten the eyes: - 

of theſe-poor-people that know-not-whatithey do, that th=y may }. 
comprebend that, teing obliged 1n. conſgence to; pray-tor their . 

| Pgrſefutors,they ought not to proſecute tho that, pray for them. - 
 Butaf,in-ſpight of all chis Chriſtian behaviour towards 'em, - 
they continue-to make you feel the eflplts-of their hatred, make 
it. a ſubje& oof comfort, ſince the envy'of the world is a mark: 
of the. love of God ; The holy Scripture has faid-it,and the Church 
has juſtified it by examples 1n,all ages; the world 1t-ſelf takes care 
enough to make. us ſenſible. of the ground of its malice; and there- 
by gives-us-reaſon to regyceand glory-in ous afflictions; we muſt 
make a great difierence between Gad-whochaſtiſes us, becauſe we 
are ſinners,and our Adverſaries who hate and torment us, becauſe 
we are faithful; God is. an enetmy-to our fins, and.wou dencreaſe 
our vertues; andthey-are eaemiesto our Faith, and wou'd deftroy 
it: O-what joy ! what glory /: what conſolation / that being: cor- 
rected before-God as-guilty ;- we ſuffer-for righteouſneſs before: 
> en, that at the ſame time that God gives reaſon to deteſt our 
*own cauſe, hemakes us eſpouſe his ;. and that thoſe very tears we - 
hed for.our ſins to appeaſe.thg/wrath of our heavinly Father, was - 
he. wounds of b's Chyrch, and are gather'd into his Bottle. 
FEE we have.rcaſon to hope that our ſufferings will. draw : 
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-on us the aſſiſtance ofthe Almighty, becauſe his glory isconcern'd; 
he ſees how we are dragg d abour, 'tis for his ſake we are every 
day delivered up-to death, and reckon'd like ſheep for the ſlaugh- 
ter ; he will awaken his jeatouſte, he will raiſe.up his glory, he 
will ſhew that his arm is not ſhortned, he will reign in the midſt 
of his enemies; God grant it may be in mercy, and that his in- 
vincible arm may be guided by loving kindneſs. 

Tis very certain, dear Brethren, that the wicked: will-nor a'- 
ways flouriſh, but wither at the preſence of the Lerd,and melt like 
wax at the fire,and fade away ſuddmwiy like the graſs; oft- times the 
-higheſt point of their felicity do's but mark'out to us the neereſt. 
moment of their utter ruine, and when they cry out, the vote of 
God, and not of man,they are ready to be eaten up of worms. Zhow 
ſhalt know, faith God'to Edom, that I have heard the #laſphemies 
thou haſt utter 'd againſt the moxntains of Iſrael; I have heard the 
reproch of Moab, and the revilings of the children of Ammon, 
wherewith they have reproched my people. | 

In ſhort, nothing can happen to us'on this account that hasnot 
been foretola by Chriſt himſelf, you ſhalt bz hated of all Nations 
for my names (ake.; he has ſaid of all, that you need 'not exclude 
your neighbours and relationgout'of the number of ſuch 2s forſake 
and deſpiſe you: but tho your Father and Mother ſhould forſake 
you, the Lord will gather you up, and*þzar you in the palm-of 
his hand. What if men hate-you; they hated Chriſt beſore-you;s - 
let us not therefore be grieved ' rhat they don't love us, that did 
not love our Saviour, their averſion ſerves only to-make ns reliſh - 
the pleaſures of the love of God, to' put us out of conceit withthe 
world, and preſs forward toward our calling in Chriſt Jeſus:;, and 
thus at laſt ſhall we be received into the joys of Paradiſe, not only 
in ſpight of the hatred of the world, but by the hatred of the 
world. DPF. 

Dear Brethren, tho the wreaking malice of our enemies Dead! 
cou'd not be quench'd but by blood,and'tho they ſhou'd ſhew 
us by the death of thoſe that have already ſuffer'd how much we 
muſt undergo for the name of Chriſt,ris but to make us follow'the 
good examples of their conſtancy and perſeverance.. Theſe who 
have ſeen their Fathers, Children, and Husbands:dye,*ought to ; 
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rejoyce that God has choſen out of their families ſuch perſons as 
he thought worthy to ſuffer for his name's ſake ; 'tis the greateſt | 
honour cou'd betall em, to glorify God by their death; they have 

jd up that which is behind of the afflifiens of Chrift in their 
fleſh, for the edification of his body, which is the Church; They have 

| had rhe advantage like St. Paul, to ſuffer for the Flef s ſake, that 
they may alſo obtain the ſalvation which is in Chriſt Felus, with 
eternal glory. 
"Tis true, dear Brethren, that God, who commands conſtancy 
and perſeverance in the Faith, when he calls us to endure ſuffer- 
ferings and death, do's not deny us the uſe of lawful means to 
avoid *cm, and fly from perſecution, eſpecially in two caſes : one 
is, when. the danger is perſonal and particular ; and the other, 
when by your preſence you cauſe a greater defolation, and more 
impetuous tempeſt on the flock : In theſe two caſes the faithful 
"themſelves oblig'd St.Pauland the reſt of the Apoſtles to fly, when 
they were perſecuted ; but if it happen otherwiſe, and you be 
ſeisd and expoſed to ſuffer, without being able to reproch your 
: elves to have temted God, and to have neglected thoſe means he 
offer d you, to avoid thoſe affliftions to which you are call'd;;'be 
aſſur'd he will ſtretch out the hand as he did to St. Perer, to 
rengthen your weak Faith, and ſupport you on the boiſterous 
waves, and amidſt the moſt violent and outragious perſecutions, 
God is our hope and firength, a very preſent help in trouble, there- 
fore wilt we not fear, tho the earth be removed, and the mountains 
be carried into the midſt of the Sea. Never be terrified becauſe 
you are poor miſerable worms, and the perſecutions ſtrong and 
violent, but hearken to the Lord your God by the Prophet /aiah, 
Chap. 43. Fear not thou worm of Jacob, when thou paſſeft thro the 
waters, will be with thee, and thre the rivers, they ſhall not over- 
Flow thee ; when thou walkeft thro the fire, thou ſhalt not be burnt, 
neither ſhall the flame kindle upen thee. For 1 am. the Lord thy 
Gad, the holy. one. of Iſrael, thy Saviour : he has never fail'd in his 
promiſe, he has promiſed to be with us in our trouble, he is 
faithful, and will with the temtation give us happy events, that 

| we may be able to ſuſtain the moſt violent torments. Weaff your 

| ſelves from the love of this wretched life, which is but a fertile 
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ſource of ſins, theſe languiſhing years of your pilgrimage don't de+- 
ſerve the name of life ; there is none bur that which is hid with 
Chriſt in God, which ought to employ our love and care: Accuſtom 
your ſelves not to fear death, we muſt be martyrs in heart and in- 
clinations to be fav'd ; that is, we muſt be ſatisfied that we love 
Chriſt more than Father, Mother, and Children, than riches and 
honors, than peace and life it ſelf, to be worthy of him: Perhaps, 
dear Brethren, you wi'l ſuffer longer and ſharper torments by a 
Jlanguiſhing diſeaſe, which at laſt will carry you off, than you wou'd 
luffer by perſecution, which people' have ſuch dreadful apprehen- 
fions of ; yet you wou'd not have the honor to ſuffer for the nzme 
of Chriſt, and lay down your life tor his fake ; nor wou'd you 
have the conſolation to apply to your ſelves the promiſes made to 
thoſe that endure and dye for him; for if the ſufferings of Chriſt 
abound in us, ſo our conſolation alſo aboundeth by Chriſt. It is a faith- 
ful ſaying, if we be dead with Chriſt, we ſhall alſo live with him ; if _ 
we ſuffer, we ſhall alſo reign with him; *tis true in every ſenſe, to 
ſay, Bleſſed are the dead which dye in the Lord: yea, faith the ſpirit, 
they reſt from their labors, and their works follow them. © 

Be not therefore terrified at all the menaces in the World, hold 
your Crown faſt, that no man take it from you, Be faithful ev'n to 
death, and you fhall receive a Crown of life. The afflitions of juſt. 
men beget the hopes of Paradice,and death procures the poſſeſſion 
of it: The death of the faithful is like Fo/epb's priſon,and the death 
of the wicked like Pharao's Butler's priſon ; *twas the ſame priſon 
and the- ſame misfortune in appearance ; yet it brought Foſeph to 
rriumph, and the Butler-to execution : Death guides the children 
of God into Paradice, but wicked men into Hell ;- be not therefore - 
afraid of them that thro perſecution caſt you into thoſe priſons 
from whence 6 ſhall go out in triumph, »or thoſe who can only 
Kill the bady ; but fear him who is able to deſtroy both ſoul and body, 
and ſend both into the eternal priſons of Hel! ; 1 ſay to%you, fear him: 
In fine, dear Brethren, make a colle&ion of all the evils we ſuf- 
fer,draw a piftureof our deplorable eſtate,like that ofthe Hebrews, 
Cap. 11. Some were tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they 
might obtain a better reſurreftion + others bad trial of cruel mackings. 
and ſcourgings ; yea, moreover, of bonds and impriſenwents ; they" 
were ſtoned, they were ſawn aſunder, were temted, were ſlain with th 
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'F - ſmord, they wandred about in Sheep-skins and Goat-Skins, Letng de- 


'F J/tztute, aflitted, tormented; of whom the-World was not worthy, they 


waydred in deſarts,. in mountains, in dens and caves of the earth. 
Tho this repreſentation of, miſery might in every particular be ap- 
plied to you; tho, with, Joh, we thou'd loſe all we had, our wea'th, 
our.chi\dren, our eaſe and out: health/\in one:day 3 tho we were be- 
ſet on every ſide with reproches, contemts' and” griefs, Count 77, 
ſays St. James, a/l joy, when ye fall into divers temtations ; he do's 
nct ſpeak only-of,, one: temtation, hut many ; not only of many 
of one. kind, but of,; divers temtations;5 he do's not only com- 
mand..ts. toi;.comfort-.our ſelves; :but to rcjoyee; and mot-to 
entertain an. indifferent-\joy -only,- but a perfect joy. Such a 
one. was St. Paul, in, Cor. Cap. 7. { am filled with comfort, 1 am 
exceed! Joyful-in all qur tribulation, Rappy is the main! that en- 
1 derby Ferveations for. when:he ſhail ke proved, he ſhail receive 
# - the Crown of Life, which God baspromiſed to:them that love him. 
We muſt alſo double our hopes, when afflitions doubly affault 


+ .. us.; God's time is the time.of diſtreſs, and his help begins where 


mans ends ; 7he:Loxd, ſays Moſes, Deut. 32. fhall judge his people, 
and repent himſelf for his ſervants, when he ſeeth” that their power 
3s gone, and there 15 none ſhut up or teft. 
.Be.not therefore aſtonithed, dear Brethren, to ſee our Churches 
.in thecondition they are now brougtirto.; they tave often been 
reduc'd.to.as-miſerable aſtate, Goc has forſaken *em for a while, 
but in great mercy has gather'd/*em together agen; it has often 
been thought wonderful to ſee us ſpring out of our own aſhes, and 
multiply, like the /ſraelires, after ſo many unparallel/'d cruelties and 
Barabolomew-days.. Tn a little wrath God hid his face-trom us, for 
a moment; but hath always remembred our Fathers in eternal mer- 
| . cy,and his loying:kindneſſes are not lefſen'd ; ſay then to'your ſoul, 
| Why art thou caſt down, 0 my ſoul. Hope thou in God. wait patiently 
| .on the Lord, for 1 ſhall yet praiſe him for the help of his countenance; 
 \When he ſees good be will-raiſe np childrento Abrahamyout of the 
' \very.ſtones, that is, the eruelleſt of hisenemies, when he! pleaſes He 
| cingettle us inthe moſt proſperous ſtate on'earth, 'tisthe-ſame God 
.that made a paſſage thro the-Sea, and turn'd the rock into a ſpring- 
5 Iekepg provided bread in the wiidernefs; all ro mind that 
q 


rm 15.not ſhortned; 0 Sion, thy frod endureth throughout all 
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generations, he is the ſame, and his years ſhall have noend, he is ever merciful, 
wiſe, powerful and gloriqus, Us. 


- 


Do only your endeavour,dear Brethren, that your Good works, may ſo ſhine  * 
before men, that when they fee *er they may be won to Chriſt, and-glo- | ? 
rifie your Father which is in Heavn,- Your Croſs, ſupported by your. Faith, 
by.Four-charity and by your-conſtancy,will ſerve to. gain Souls to the Croſs : - + 
of the Saviour of the world ; to contrm.you in tis love, and in the hope - 2 
of your Salvation- They that enter into Paradiſe, enter there;ſays'St: Fonn,.  * 
becauſe rhey have dy'd their garments in the blood of the . Lamb,but they eame ons * 
of great tribulation ;, Pecan great tribulations diſengage our ſpirits, our” - 
badies and our paſſions of every. thing that retards their motion toward 
Chriſt-and Heaven, and that hinders others from following our example. 

We pray. the Father of:que: Lord, Jeſus Chriſt without cealing, 'that you - 
may be the Light of a, perverſe, JG FS to ſerve as inſtruments of their 
converſion ; that you may hold the profeſſion of your hope without waver- 
ing, that he wou'd fill you with the moft ineſtimable bleslings of his love, 

that every thing may turn to, our good, and that he may/preſerve'you and* * 
| your children; andif- We. CVEer 8 t. them any-more*then you, may our - 
right hand'forget it Telf; we cannpt | ſuch-melting'objects without 
pouring forth rivers of tears on thale tenger creatures, which ly expos'd to* + 
eternal perdition : We earneſtly; beſeech- him, who has ſaid, that little : 
children belong to him, that he wou'd defeat the coancels, and confound . - 
the devices of ſuch as wou'd keep: gm, fyom him ; that he wow*d perfet# - 2 
prajſe out of the mouths of theſe ſuckling,g,,and that nothing may be able to'ſepa- - © 
rate them nor you from the love of Chriſt netther death,nor life,nor principalities, . 
nor powers,n0r nakgdneſs,nor ſmord,not things preſext nor thing s.to come ;, but that-. 
in all theſe things you may be more than conquerors, thro chim that loved us and 


bath waſhd us from-our ſins .in his blood... To him be glory: throughout all. 5 


ages, | Atnen.., 30 «1 | 
A- Prayer for the Afﬀicted Faithful. | 
Almighty and Heavenly Father ! Thou haſt commandedms in thy word to pray 
for all men, for Kings and Magiſtrates, for our Enemies and thoſe that hate us; 
that perſecute and ; "iivn ns, and think they do good ſervice when they put us to 
Death"; how much more delightful will it be to thee jf we pray for thoſe which thou * 
haft united in one body with as; inſomuch that we are members one of another, e-- - 
ſpec zally if theſe united--members are miſerably tormented and afflifted in divers 
places of the World, Thou haſt ftriftly co:manded that jn ſuch occaſions we en-- + 
ter mto a participation of the ſuffering of Saints,remembring ſuch as. are'in priſon 
as priſoners with them, and thoſe that mourn under afflitzons, as if we our ſelves: 
were affiitted. | | 
We therefore, pray thee; Almighty F ather, for all the companions of our Faith; _ 
who are perſecuted on every ſide,and eſpecially for.thoſe who at preſent ly frug< 
ting under torments ; Send them- help from thy holy place, and mighty hag - 12 
; _ --.. \- Jo 1 
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id of their benors, grant O heavenly 
proach for the name of Chrift greffer riches, then 

her Chuſe to be afflicted wi the people of 
on EEE 
e they muſt give an account of their Faith, 
give them, O Lord, a mouth and wiſdom which their adverſaries cannot contra+ 


If they are reoid , contemd, and 
F athet, that-they may efteem: 
'allthe treaſares of Egypt ; and 
God, then enjoy the pleaſures ol 
If they are brought 1nto places wh 


- ator reſi, fulfill-in them, O Fefus,wha art the mouth of truth, the promiſe thou 
;_ haſt -made;that it ſhall be gi”n%mia the fame hour what they - ſhow'd- fay.. 
EE. vi If IPOS thrown into dungeons be thon, © Lord Jeſus, who art the true light 
- of the World, their Light and Sun ; deliver them according t0 thy will, as thou 
”  didſ# St. Peter, andraiſe up compaſſionate perſons who may pray meeſſantly for 
2 them, as St. Peter was pray'd for. 8 gt, | 
4" Tf they are led to Death and condemn d'rs Maytyrdom, O God: of all conſolati- 
- © on, change the bitterneſs of Dees Engr , and grapt thas by a lively ſenſe 
' "of thy Sparit, their Souls may be fall of joy, like other Martyrs... 
 , \ "Make them underſtand this gracious voice, Fear not, 4 an thy J eſus, I am with 
thee, and have calPd thee bythy name, tha art iy well-betoved ; grant that in 
| dymg they may, like St. SteptW,fec the heavns open d,and change t * fre of their 
torments into a gentle dew, as 


\ axthon didft"to the three children in the furnace, . 
w ) Lajtly,-O* God, grant hots ag Church, which tho haſt precbaſ'd Tr: . 


: 


furnace, . 


great aprice, may not be oppreft. or ma rue p 
entions wt now ſuffers :. Bat lu irwather be advanc dy and encteaſad, let the blood 


pri? d of its: corrupt branthes. et it becorne morefralrfmle © oo eo ogg 
Ard thus, 0 thou that deelleſk in the heav*ns, laugh thy,enemes t0 Jeort , ad 
| w 6 > : * T 4 Ty þ , oF RE L By WP 'Ch . Amen 
thy Glory 'atd'igreat nant: fake for the Bove of Feſns Chriſt, 1 ' 
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"or diminiſiPd by thoſe outragions and cruel perſe-" 


of our « Brerhren be' the fred of ty Children, and.che Tree of the Church being 


frffer us ot $0 be texted above our firength ; hear us, O' Father of mercies for. 


wa 


ND. oe. ws 
Bret Te ROI TI 0 oP 


"ORE AE Oe ng oO OG 


